Motbhers in Solidarity—Who we are

A collective to support victims of fascism and state repres-
sion.

We live in a Europe that boasts of being a haven of peace,
freedom, prosperity, and justice, built upon the blood shed
by the partisans during the battles to liberate it from fas-
cism. However, our children, engaged in various social and
political struggles, are beaten, arrested, sentenced, and in
some cases killed by state authorities or fascists.

We, their mothers, affirm that the politics conducted by the
governments of Europe are responsible, directly or indirect-
ly, for this:

« By thwarting our children’s aspirations to transform
our societies and standing in the way of experimenta-
tion with alternative models founded on cooperation
and self-organization.

« By ignoring calls to respect human rights and the
earth in order to defend the economic interests of the
wealthy, exacerbating social injustices in their own
countries and throughout the world.

« By provoking hopelessness throughout society, by en-
couraging fear of foreigners, by tolerating or allying
themselves with violent movements of the extreme
right, they facilitate the resurgence of fascism that ter-
rorizes and kills.

Exercising their freedoms of expression and of struggle, our
children denounce injustice, discrimination, and the unre-
strained capitalism that is ravaging the world. They defend
their rights and those of the most marginalized. They fight
against all forms of the drift towards fascism. They struggle
for a world based in solidarity, openness, and respect for the
environment.

Because they dare to take a stand against the state, they are
considered a threat. And they face disproportionate repres-
sion from:

«  Police forces that use instruments of death, beatings,
and arrests against those who don't present any real
danger;

«  Ajustice system that enables police impunity and mo-
bilizes any means at its disposal, particularly imprison-
ment, against those who it wants to silence;

« A prison system that violates the most basic human
rights.

The state institutes these police, judicial, and carceral forms
of violence as its normal mode of functioning to serve the
powerful and to criminalize social, environmental, and po-
litical struggles.

Because we have raised them with the values of truth, soli-
darity, justice, and freedom, we, their mothers, demand jus-
tice and freedom for our children.

We denounce:

«  The fact that these states designate them as enemies
of the Republic and of democracy, and seek to paralyze
them through intimidation;

«  The violence and repression that is exercised against
them;

«  The fact that these states tolerate the existence of fascist
or neo-Nazi groups and on occasion guarantee them
impunity.

Faced with the powerlessness of individual protest, we unite
our voices so that those of our children may be heard. \We
share the struggles of other mothers, in Europe and through-
out the world. We help and support one another.

We will neither forget nor abandon one another. We will not
allow our devastated hearts to be engulfed by the silence of
the cemetery or crushed by the humiliation of prisons.

For mothers like us, the slums where the children of mi-
grants face discrimination, the refugee camps and the de-
tention centers where those fleeing poverty, war, or political
repression in their country are humiliated—these will always
be spaces of mobilization.

And the anniversaries of the deaths of our children will al-
ways remind us of the urgent necessity of struggle.
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Translation by some
anti-fascists in North America

To the
Charlottesville
Anti-Fascists—
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A message from the
mothers of murdered
anti-fascists in France



August 11-12, 2018

To the Charlottesville Anti-Fascists,
a message of support from Collectif des Méres
Solidaires, France:

One year ago, we felt with you the pride of seeing a
powerful anti-fascist movement rise up against a far-
right and white-supremacist gathering in Virginia.

We also felt the terrible sadness of seeing a young
woman who stood up against all forms of discrimina-
tion murdered by fascist hatred: Heather Heyer, this
shining face, this strong and at the same time calm
determination to refuse the unacceptable. Too much
light, too much determination...

This is the same hate that in Paris in 2013 killed Clé-
ment Méric, an 18 year old syndicalist and anti-fascist
militant.

Elsewhere in Europe, fascism or state repression have
claimed the lives of Carlos Palomino, Pavlos Fyssas,
Carlo Giuliani, Renato Biagetti, Dax, and so many oth-
er young people whose names will forever be associ-
ated with the struggle for a world liberated from white
supremacy, bigotry, and social injustice.
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We write from France as the mothers of young mili-
tants who have suffered violence or repression as a
result of their activism.

Like Susan Bro, Heather’s mother, we are proud of the
struggles of our children.

We know that they pay, or risk paying, very dearly

for their refusal of an unjust society that is imposed
upon them by the powerful. Death, violence, criminal
charges, imprisonment... They are familiar with all of
this. We have lived it alongside them.

And we affirm as loudly and as strongly as we can, a
thousand times over, that our children are right for
fighting back!

Our own struggle, as their mothers, is to bring at-
tention to their words—words too often neglected,
deformed, or caricatured.

The fight against the vision of the world spread by the
far right must be the business of every generation,
each one in its own way.

Mothers from Italy and Spain, whose parents knew
fascism and Francoism, have shown us the path
forward.

Alongside them, we are in the process of forming an
International Network of Anti-Fascist Mothers in order
to mutually support one another and to be present
wherever struggles are taking place.

We are organizing to support everyday struggles

in the neighborhoods targeted by racists, in the
schools, and in the prisons; as well as the mobiliza-
tions that the entire world will be watching, such as
that of this weekend, August 11-12, 2018, in Charlot-
tesville.

We are pleased to associate ourselves with this great
movement of resistance, to which your courage has
summoned us. We send you our gratitude.
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