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Rosebud at People’s Park
Right after the volleyball courts went into 
the park (1991) there were days of street 
ÀJKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� 3HRSOH·V� 3DUN� GHIHQGHUV�
and assorted cops. Rosebud was arrested 
again for sleeping in the park. While she was 
there police found The Anarchist Cookbook, 
ÀUHFUDFNHUV�����DQG�PRORWRYV��DW�D�FDPSVLWH�
in the hills that they traced to her. So they 
charged Rosebud... her boyfriend (Andy) 
DQG�7LPRWK\�ZLWK�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�ERPEV��$W�
WKH�WLPH�WKHVH�FKDUJHV�ZHUH�ÀOHG��5RVHEXG�
was seventeen so she was sent to Juvenile 
+DOO��6KH�ZDVQ·W�DOORZHG�YLVLWRUV��$IWHU�WZR�
PRQWKV�WKH\�GHFLGHG�WR�WU\�KHU�DV�DQ�DGXOW�1 

$W� KHU� FDPS� WKH� SROLFH� FRQÀVFDWHG� D� GLDU\�
attributed to Rosebud which described a 
´SHRSOH·V�DUP\�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�PHDQV�RI�RS-
pression” and discussed a plan called COUGAR: 
Conspiracy to Overthrow Unlawfully the 
*RYHUQPHQW�RI�$PHULNND�E\�5HYROXWLRQV�2 

They were talking about giving her like two years. 
For her that would have been an eternity because 
she was a creature that had to have it’s freedom. 
She was not going to be put in a cage.3 1



She had some political action she wanted to do with 
a car and I went and broke into a jewelery store 
trying to get the money together. I got caught. I 
was still in jail the day Rosebud died. 5

She’d get in 
demonstrations 
in the street, and 
that woman put 
XS�D�ÀJKW��6KH�ZDV�
not getting in any 
cop cars without 
being physically 
IRUFHG��$QG�WKDW�
meant using 
every means at 
her disposal… She 
PHDQW�LW��
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She wasn’t fucking 
around when she 
said she wanted to 
EH�IUHH�3

1992, Age 19
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She Had a Thousand-Watt Smile5

We had a religion class since it was a Catholic 
school. And she made up her own saint called Ron-
ald McSexburger. She said he was her patron saint. 
They did the reports in a chapel, and presented 
them, and she had a really religious teacher who 
was sensitive about things like that. So, it probably 
upset the teacher a whole lot. And she opened up 
a Big Mac wrapper and unfurled a condom, which, 
you know, at a Catholic school causes a lot of prob-
lems.4

2QFH�VKH�ZDV�RXW�RI�MDLO��5RVHEXG�PRYHG�LQ�
WKH� ,QIR� &DIH�� D� UDGLFDO� FRPPXQH� LQ� QRUWK�
2DNODQG��VKH�VWD\HG�DFWLYH�LQ�3HRSOH·V�3DUN����
DQG�VKH�DQG�$QG\�SLWFKHG�D�WHQW�LQ�3HRSOH·V�
3DUN�$QQH[�

...in the spring of 1992 Rosebud and Andy 
PRYHG� LQWR�3HRSOH·V�3DUN��7KH\�VSHQW�WKHLU�
days in The Grove west of the driveway en-
trance... During what was  to be the last few 
GD\V� RI� KHU� OLIH� 5RVHEXG� ZDV� DOPRVW� FRQ-
stantly harassed by police.1 

Sometimes it was 
like living with a 
bird you know, some 
NLQG�RI�VLQJLQJ�ELUG��
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She was a really 
JRRG�ZULWHU��6KH�ZDV�
D�SRHW��6KH�XVHG�WR�
OLNH�PDNLQJ�Á\HU·V�3
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The police do chase us all over and try to keep us 
from demonstrating all day. So, we tend to express 
ourselves in the middle of the night artistically. 
Rosebud and a friend of mine were discussing dec-
orating a police car and she started laughing and 
wanted to come with us to help us decorate this 
police car. We had things like spray paint and well, 
other implements of decoration.3

She was quick to laugh at jokes, better at making 
them, easy with strangers, kind to street people 
and their dogs.5

You know, she always used to tell us about the 
things she wanted to do. She used to talk a lot of 
VWXɛ��\RX�NQRZ�VKH�ZDV�UHDOO\�PLOLWDQW��DQG�,�GRQ·W�
know if she was joking.

She used to say 
things like “Oh, 
this needs to be 
destroyed over 
KHUH�µ6

...she wasn’t someone who just spouted, you know, 
something she’d read. She had a mind of her own. 
She understood how bankrupt all these other politi-
cal philosophies and ways of thinking are…”3
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From Hegel to Marx to Goldman... reading every-
thing she could get her hands on.6 

Being free and 
being wild and 
being alive was 
like the thing, you 
know, that she 
QHHGHG�WR�EH��$QG�
so, since it wasn’t 
that way, it was 
gonna be like doing 
whatever needed 
to be done to 
PDNH�LW�WKDW�ZD\�6

She was so driven! All day she’d be walking around 
doing or planning actions.6

Then periods would set in, in which she declared 
it all a waste of time (philosophy). It’s real things, 
doing things I admire,” she said, “not talking about 
them.”   5 7



Rosebud fought for People’s Park in Berkeley, as 
an idea, a dream if you will. She thought of public 
space as the site for collective action. 

It continues to 
exist in Berkeley 
as a very loaded 
question mark, 
full of contrary 
RSLQLRQV�6

8



Rosebud’s Dead. Rosebud’s Dead
2Q� $XJXVW� ���� ����� DQ� DODUP� DW� WKH� 8&�
&KDQFHOORU·V�PDQVLRQ�ZHQW�Rɜ��7KH�&KDQFHOORU�
was escorted out by police. Only Rosebud 
was left inside. 

“Hey, this is 
5RVHEXG��,�FDOOHG�
WR�VD\�JRRGE\H��,·P�
at the Chancellor’s 
SODFH��7KH\·UH�JRLQJ�
WR�VKRRW�PH��*R�WHOO�
the people in the 
3DUN�µ8 9



“I was thinking of her heart, you know, and I was 
like picturing how strong and how fragile is was at 
the same time. It’s so weird that she was shot in 
the heart.”8

7KLV�LV�DERXW�
destruction on a 
colossal scale, as 
an unavoidable 
price of a tolerable 
world, about 
people from 
all walks of life 
calling down an 
apocalypse of those 
complicit in the 
G\QDPLFV�RI�SRZHU��

Rosebud wanted to bring this all about through the 
HɛRUW�RI� LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�VPDOO�DXWRQRPRXV�JURXSV�
of outlaws.2
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I think she was making a gesture, showing them 
how it felt for her to have her space to be invaded. 
I don’t believe that she had in the back of her mind 
as a goal to kill anybody. But I do think that she 
wanted something to happen in the hardest way. 
And she was tired of complacency.9

She was right. That person who shot her was an 
enemy. He was an enemy of everyone who is poor 
to everybody of color. He was an enemy to us all… 
He’s wanting to wage war on homeless people. 
That’s why she went in there. She felt we had to do 
something. Otherwise, we’re dead, hopeless.3

She probably felt that it would be a strong statement 
or legacy to leave behind that was more important 
than her living out her life expectancy of 70 or 80 
years. I don’t agree with that.I think she would have 
been more valuable had she stayed around.

But she had absolutely 
no way to compromise 
with the society and 
WKH�ZD\�WKDW�LW·V�UXQ�10
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She was a soldier.  
She was a warrior.  

6KH�ZDV�ÀYH�IRRW�QRWKLQJ��PDQ�3
7KH�HYHQLQJ�RI�5RVHEXG�'HQRYR·V�GHDWK�DERXW�
����SHRSOH�JDWKHUHG�LQ�3HRSOH·V�3DUN����D�ÀUH�
broke out on the corner of Telegraph and 
Haste... Down Haste people began ripping 
GRZQ� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� ZRRG� IURP� WKH� QHZ� 8&�
GRUP�DW������&KDQQLQJ�DQG�D�ODUJH�EDUULFDGH�
ZDV�EXLOW�DQG�VHW�RQ�ÀUH��0DQ\�SHRSOH�EHJDQ�
throwing rocks at the police.

���5XQQLQJ�IURP�SROLFH�FKDUJHV��VHWWLQJ�ERQ-
ÀUHV� LQ� VHYHUDO� LQWHUVHFWLRQV��PDNLQJ�EDUUL-
FDGHV�� DWWHPSWLQJ� WR� RYHUWXUQ� D� SROLFH� FDU�
DQG�VPDVKLQJ�DW�OHDVW�WZR�RWKHUV��$W�GLɜHU-
ent points in the night people openly chased 
SROLFH�DZD\�PDNLQJ�IRU�DQJU\�FHOHEUDWLRQ��

3HRSOH·V�DQJHU�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�IRFXVHG�
DJDLQVW�WKH�3ROLFH�DQG�WKH�8&�11

7KLV�ZRUOG�NLOOHG�
KHU��7KH�ORFNHG�
psych units, maybe 
the school, the 
ZKROH�ELW��3
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…waves of 
despondency 
VKLPPHULQJ�Rɛ�PH�
like heat waves on 
an asphalt top, you 
know…8

Joan of Arc worked for God. But Rosebud was an 
atheist. She was a dedicated atheist anarchist war-
rior.3

I got mad when a cop insulted Rosebud and I hit him 
and went to jail. 4

But people aren’t that simple. Nothing is just a po-
litical act, or nothing is a crime of passion. Nothing 
is that simple. Things combine. People react. Espe-
cially people like her. 3

“Andy couldn’t contain himself. He hit the cop so he 
landed in jail from August to Christmas.”7

...confronting the fear and ACTING provided the 
rites of initiation necessary for constructive per-
sonal growth as REVOLUTIONARIES, but also, on a 
deeper level, we both had a longing for the ecstatic 
clarity...5
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He’s this… pig and 
he’s laughing and 
gloating and telling 
me that the girl I 
write to was shot 
and killed by the 
SROLFH��$QG�,�MXVW�
ZHQW�EHUVHUN��,�
picked up a chair 
DQG�KLW�KLP�ZLWK�LW��
I had to do another 
year because of 
WKDW�5
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Everybody in this world has got a piece of her death 
on his shoulder...There are a lot of people who die 
in their spirit just because we’re not able to treat 
each other correctly. We’re not mature, we’re in-
sane as a race, as a species. And until things like 
JRYHUQPHQWV��MDLOV�DQG�SULVRQV�DQG�DOO�WKDW�VWXɛ�LV�
gone, we’re not gonna make it.3

Revenge 
is a dish 
best served 
FROG�8
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Voices 
1. What Really Killed Rosebud, by Claire Burch 
2. Slingshot Fall 1992, Anonymous friend
3. Andy Barnum, Boyfriend
4. Burke, Childhood friend
5. Teddy, Imprisoned partner
6. Steven 
7. Elisa Smith
8. Jim Henry
9. Carol Denney
10. David Nadel
11. Slingshot Harvest Season Issue 1992
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More about 
5RVHEXG�$ELJDLO�'HQRYR� 

1973-1992
5RVHEXG� JUHZ� XS� LQ� /H[LQJWRQ� .HQWXFN\� DQG� ÀUVW�
came to Berkeley at age 17 in early 1990. She was 
already an anarchist, having attempted to host an 
anarchist gathering in her hometown and writing 
DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�D�SLHFH�RI�LQÁXHQWLDO�UDGLFDO�VWUHHW�
theater. She had also survived involuntary institu-
tionalization. When released from the institution 
she changed her name to Rosebud so her combined 
initials would spell RAD. She left high school early, 
challenging all her exams and passing desipte the 
wrenches she had thrown into the system earlier 
by purposefully answering incorrectly on standard-
ized tests. She was deeply loved by many includ-
ing those not referenced in this zine. Like any rad-
ical act her lifes’ impact on the world can not be 
measured. 

-Editors
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$�1RWH�IURP�WKH�(GLWRUV�
We put this zine together not being from Berkeley, 
not being Park people, but like Rosebud, already 
DQDUFKLVWV�E\�WKH�WLPH�ZH�ÀUVW�PDGH�LW�WR�3HRSOH·V�
Park and Berkeley in the early and mid-2000’s re-
spectively. 

Peoples Park is a psychedelic vortex and at the 
same time the longest running squat that we know 
of in the United States (excepting the United States 
itself). It’s a zone of chaos where there are always 
DOO�GLɛHUHQW�VRUWV�RI�SHRSOH��7KRXVDQGV�DQG�WKRX-
sands of people whether local, travelling or home-
less use it as a place of refuge and respite from the 
normality and commerce of the city. 

Intergenerational rebellion maintains a living legacy 
of physical and spiritual struggles, won or lost, and 
brings them into our present. As Teddy said 

“The revolutionary believes that the spir-
LW� FDQ� RQO\� ÀQG� H[SUHVVLRQ� LQ� WKLV�PDWHULDO�
world.”

The dead are still with us, therefore their rebel-
lions are our living companions and guides. We 
welcome the spirit of Rosebud in rebellion against 
the development of the park which we know is it’s  
destruction. 

- Love & Anarchy
19
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