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From our mother tongues to the
letter of the law, our lives are made
of language. Words write our world;
they are the elementary particles

of social relations. We can’t escape
their dominion, but we can play
with them, we can subvert them,
turning them against the forces that
would fix us alongside them in a
matrix of control. There is a war
within every word, and this little
lexicon is a legion rising in mutiny.
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As usual, we looted the crypts of Percy Shelley,
Oscar Wilde, Fredy Perlman, and other unfortunates
too dead to defend themselves (see Plagiarism), as
well as some who still draw breath: Alphonso Lingis,
Eduardo Galeano, Ursula K. le Guin, Bob Black,
Loesje. Let no one say we do not give credit where it
is due. Above all, we would like to thank those whose
names have not been recorded, predominantly women
and poor people and people of color, who provide
most of the raw material that reaches us through the
works of the acclaimed.

We are all the collective authors of our language and
our world, in a continuous collaboration that goes
largely unheralded. Those who wish there to be great
literature, like those who desire to lead fulfilling
lives, have a stake in removing all obstacles to this
collaboration, including property rights and coercive
power. The foundation of communication itself is the
common, that which can be shared. For the sake of
this principle, we offer this book, like all our works,
for the free use of all.



The sheep and
the wolf are not
agreed upon a
definition of
liberty.

- Abraham Lincoln

That is to say—the lexicographer presides over a field
of struggle as decisive as the workplace or the street.

Dictionaries are closed systems: they are prisons
for words. Like human beings, words have to escape
or else stifle and die—they must continually reenter
circulation beyond the jurisdiction of the experts.
Like us, words never fit neatly into the structures
designed for them—they always exceed their roles,
coming into contradiction with each other and with
the logic of the system. There is more in any text than
an army of grammarians could name, tame, or codify.

As partisans of free speech in the profoundest sense,
our task is not to demarcate and police new territories
within language, but to blur the lines and offer new
points of departure, revealing the antithesis within
every thesis and the conflict behind the facade of the
commonplace. Refine and redefine: our language,
our lives, our world.
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Abstractions — God, History, Nature, the Future:
such abstract concepts open upon infinite horizons.
They can only be grasped when they are cut down to a
manageable size—for example, in a narrative framed
by someone who undertakes to represent them. As
many people are anxious about these matters, such
representatives are in high demand, and wield great
influence in selecting what to include in their narra-
tives: “The Lord created Man to be the custodian of His
creation,” “women are innately intuitive,” “the history
of civilization is the history of the class struggle.” So it
is that for God we have priests, for History historians,
for Nature scientists, for Revolution theorists—though
every human being possesses in his or her own ex-
perience alone enough raw material to draw valid
conclusions about any of these vast, vague subjects.

Accident - A statistical inevitability.

Some nuclear power plants are built on fault
lines, but every mine, dam, oil rig, and waste dump
is founded upon a tacit acceptance of the worst-case
scenario. On a long enough timeline, everything
that can go wrong will, however small the likeli-
hood is from one day to the next. The responsible
parties may wring their hands about the Fukushima
meltdown—and the Gulf of Mexico oil spill and the
Exxon Valdez and Hurricane Katrina and Chernobyl,
Bhopal, Haiti—but accident is no accident.

Z
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Acephalous - Having no head; e.g., a horizontal
federation of autonomous collectives, or an anarchist
after an uprising

Adaptation - One develops skills according to one’s
situation. The executive learns to give orders, the
underling to avoid carrying them out; the prisoner
becomes adept at doing time.

The drive to utilize one’s abilities appears to be at
least as powerful as the desire for pleasure. One of the
reasons people reenlist in the military—or return to
other abusive relationships—is to continue making
use of their finely honed crisis management skills.
Nothing is more terrifying than the unknown, in which
one must become something else—than uncertainty,
in which one may blame oneself for things going badly
because they really might have gone better. Thus our
tremendous capacity for adaptation, though it kept
us alive in Auschwitz and Biafra, can shackle us to
an otherwise insufferable present.

On the other hand, when we have no choice but
to adapt, it is certain that we will. If people survived
in Auschwitz and Biafra, we could surely adjust to
life without managers.

Addict — The word conjures the image of a shudder-
ing junkie wandering the streets; but anyone familiar
with the narcotics industry knows that selling is as

The instant you get out of
prison you have the sense that
you are leaving something dear
to you. Why? Because you know
that you are leaving a part of
your life inside, because you
spent some of your life there
which, even if it was under
terrible conditions, is still a part
of you. And even if you lived

it badly and suffered horribly,
which is not always the case,

it is always better than the
nothing that your life is reduced
to the moment it disappeatrs.

- Alfredo Bonanno



My very chains and | grew friends,
So much a long communion tends
To make us what we are: - even |

Regained my freedom with a sigh.

- Lord Byron

-

habit-forming as using—and that goes for every
other racket as well

Adult - That is to say, obscene

Adventurism - The scandalous practice of enjoying
yourself in the course of struggle

Advocate - A lawyer. Hence the redundancy, “devil’s
advocate.”

Afterlife — Heaven is wasted on the dead

Agency - The sense that one is able to exert influence
on the course of events. Government departments
such as the Environmental Protection Agency retain
this word in their names in the same way that an
apartment complex replacing a forest might be named
“Shady Acres.”

Until November 1999, few anarchists knew any-
thing about the World Trade Organization or the
International Monetary Fund. Shortly after the historic
protests at the WTO and IMF summits of 1999 and
2000, any punk or fellow traveler could expound on
their wrongdoings in greater detail than the average
grad student. Feeling that one has some leverage upon
something, even by proxy or association, makes one
a great deal more interested in it.




All this gave Francois a
new lease on life. He would
shake me and say, “What
a ball! Just think! What a
celebration if after all this
there is not a chance! They
are just ghosts, the ones
who think people fight to
win! They fight because
they like it.”

- And There Was Light,
Autobiography of Jacques
Lusseyran, Blind Hero of the
French Resistance

Activists usually begin by trying to educate the
public in order to build up to taking action. Perhaps
they’ve got it backwards.

Ahistorical - For a century and a half, Marxists have
accused anarchists of being ahistorical for prioritiz-
ing the same ethical questions year after year. Yet, as
Nietzsche said of the Stoic admonishment to “live
according to nature” (see Nature), we can only act,
value, theorize historically: every attempt to live
according to timeless precepts is shaped by specific
historical conditions. The alternative is not histori-
cism, but opportunism.

Air Conditioning — The more you use it, the hotter
it gets (see Global Warming)

Alcohol — A means of reducing inhibitions. Unfor-
tunately, some people’s inhibitions are their only
redeeming qualities.

Alienation - The distance that separates us from
the lives we lead.

A person can survive a day without water, a week
without sleep, a month without food. But you can
survive alienation indefinitely. That makes it worst

of all.




Alleged - Like every weapon, doubt is most fre-
quently wielded against those without power (see
Delegitimization)

Alternatives — The desiderata of those who hope to
enact social change without having to fundamentally
alter their way of life. Demanding alternatives often
indicates a failure to think outside the framework
that produced the original problem.

The equipment is sterilized, the patient is anesthetized,
and the operation is about to begin when a deranged
man comes charging through the doors.

“WAIT? shouts the intruder. “DON’T OPERATE!”

“What the hell do you mean, ‘don’t operate,”
sputters the dumbfounded surgeon. “This woman’s
life is on the line!”

“DON’T OPERATE!” repeats the hysterical man.
“WHAT WILL YOU PUT IN PLACE OF THE
TUMOR?”

Amusement Park —- What zoos are to animals, amuse-
ment parks are to fun

Anarchia - A disorder resulting from too much
freedom, first identified by physician and professor

Benjamin Rush. A devout Christian, Rush was one
of the Founding Fathers of the United States and is
still regarded as one of the most important pioneers in
the field of psychiatry. In a review of the effects, as he
saw them, of the events of the American Revolution
upon the participants, he observed:

The termination of the war by the peace in 1783 did
not terminate the American Revolution. The minds
of the citizens of the United States were wholly
unprepared for their new situation. The excess of
the passion for liberty, inflamed by the successful
issue of the war, produced, in many people, opin-
ions and conduct which could not be removed by
reason nor restrained by government. For a while,
they threatened to render abortive the goodness of
heaven to the United States, in delivering them from
the evils of slavery and war. The extensive influence
which these opinions had upon the understandings,
passions and morals of many of the citizens of the
United States, constituted a species of insanity,
which I shall take the liberty of distinguishing by

the name of Anarchia.

Anarchist — In theory, an anarchist is a person who
believes that all coercive hierarchy should be abol-
ished in order that everyone might practice complete
self-determination. In practice, it matters little what
a person believes should occur, as even the most




rapacious executives entertain idle notions about
how nice things ought to be—couched in hymns
about “peace on earth and goodwill towards men,”
for example. Ideally, therefore, an anarchist would be
a person whose every action undermined authority,
who seized her destiny in her hands in such a way
that others gained control of their destinies as well.

It follows that no one is properly an anarchist, but
we can all aspire to anarchism.

Anonymity - Those whose names are always known—
not only to their friends and neighbors, but also
to colleagues, in-laws, landlords, bosses, potential
employers, and law enforcement agencies (see Face-
book)—must save their freedom of speech for the
bathroom wall

Antidepressants — Nowadays, it’s too much to ask to be
happy. But for the right price, you can be anti-depressed!

Apocalypse - From the Greek apokaluptein: “uncover,
reveal” The apocalypse is the revelation of all that has
been suppressed and invisible, a rupture that shows
things as they really are, forcing us to confront what
we have been doing all along (see Climate Change).

Apparatchik - Professional revolutionaries are to
revolution what professional wrestlers are to wrestling




proper. To take the analogy further, episodes such as
the Spanish Civil War—in which the communist mi-
nority sabotaged the revolution in return for funding
from Stalin—show that, as in professional wrestling,
the outcomes of struggles involving professional
revolutionaries are typically fixed in advance.

Applause — A time-honored means of politely si-
lencing a person who has made enough demands
upon the attention of the public; a white noise for
dispelling an experience and cleansing the mental
palate; a ritual offering audience members a sense
of closure so they can forget what has been said and
get on with their lives. If you’re happy and you know
it, clap your hands.

Arbitrary - Pertaining to or resulting from arbitration

Aristocracy — From the Greek aristokratia: aristos
meaning “best,” and -kratia “power.” Reputedly, the
term originally denoted the government of a state
by its best citizens, later by the rich and well-born.
The notion of goodness has always been inextricable
from power, wealth, and rule (see Gentle, Masterfully).

Armchair Anarchism — Used properly, just about
anything can be a weapon




What do you think an artist is?

An imbecile who has only his eyes

if he's a painter, orears if he's a
musician, or a lyre at every level of
his heart if he’s a poet, or even, if
he’s a boxer, just his muscles? On
the contrary, he’s at the same time
a political being, constantly alive to
heartrending, fiery, or happy events,
to which he responds in every way.
How would it be possible to feel no
interest in other people and by virtue
of an ivory indifference to detach
yourself from the life which they so
copiously bring you? No, painting is
not done to decorate apartments.

It is an instrument of war for attack
and defense against the enemy.

- Pablo Picasso

Army Recruiter — A child predator
Arson - The strategy of a retreating army
Art — Less avant, more garde!

Asymmetrical Warfare — In 2006, three detainees
hanged themselves at the US prison camp on the
shore of Guantdnamo Bay. Their suicide notes were
not released to the public. All three had participated
in hunger strikes and had been force-fed by camp
authorities; deadpan as always, the US military an-
nounced that their corpses were being treated “with
the utmost respect.” Despite their lawyers’ insistence
to the contrary, Camp Commander Harry Harris told
the BBC World News that he did not believe the men
had killed themselves out of despair: “They are smart,
they are creative, they are committed,” he emphasized.
“They have no regard for life, either ours or their own.
I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act
of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.”

Atavistic —- When their favorite team wins a cham-
pionship, mild-mannered accountants build fires
in the middle of the street and dance around them

Author - In order to describe the world, he puts
himself under voluntary house arrest




Authority Figures — But it doesn’t add up

Autogestion - This Spanish and Italian word has
equivalents in many languages, with the exception of
English. Itis generally translated as self-management,
but it can also imply “giving birth to one’s own activi-
ties,” creating oneself anew in the process rather than
simply acting on pre-existing inclinations. At the close
of the 20" century, autogestion was the watchword
of the network of squatted social centers spanning
southern Europe; it was embodied in underground
popular traditions like anarcho-punk and “extra-
parliamentary” political activity that focused on direct
action rather than political representation.

The closest English cognate is “autogenous,” arising
from within.

Autonomist Marxist — Perhaps the most telling
difference between Marxists and anarchists is that
the former tend to associate themselves with the
program of a specific thinker—Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin,
Mao, Marx himself—while the latter regard thinking
as a collective process, taking for granted that a good
line of inquiry doesn’t need a big-name theorist to
validate it.

This focus on intellectual property and leadership
is doubtless interconnected with the authoritarian
politics of most self-proclaimed Marxists; neverthe-




less, there are some who maintain that Marxism is
compatible with autonomy and horizontality. But it s
not enough for them simply to champion autonomy,
horizontality, and the revolutionary seizure of the
means of production; they still feel the need to drop
the name of the foremost authority on communism,
like Christians citing the Good Book for legitimacy.

Baby Steps — The biggest steps of all

Bad Neighborhood - In class terms, a neighborhood
without a gate; in economic terms, an area where
people may gather without spending money; from
the vantage point of the white suburbs, anywhere
you can see people of color smiling

Bailout - In the words of Benito Mussolini, “Fas-
cism should rightly be called Corporatism, as it is
the merger of corporate and government power.”
This neologism did not take off, however—prob-
ably because fascism is not the only political system
premised on such a merger.

Balaclava - On October 24, 1854, English, French, and
Ottoman forces fought Russian troops north of the
port of Balaclava in one of the major conflicts of the
Crimean war. The British managed to halt the Russian

advance,* but when the British commander ordered
the cavalry to prevent the Russians from carrying off
the guns they had captured, the commander of the
Light Brigade misunderstood. Believing him to intend
that the Brigade should prevent the Russians from
moving their own guns, the commander launched a
suicidal frontal attack through a valley surrounded
by Russian artillery.

The Light Brigade was utterly decimated, and the
commander cantered back alone to enjoy a champagne
dinner on his yacht in the Balaclava harbor. The Heavy
Brigade, which was commanded by his estranged
brother-in-law, had been ordered to follow—but halted
at the edge of the valley, its commander not seeing any
point in squandering his troops as well. The commander
of the Light Brigade was hailed as a hero, while his
brother-in-law never recovered his reputation.

The balaclava, a form of knitted headgear that
obscures one’s identity, is said to take its name from
this battle. It has since featured in many similarly
courageous and ill-conceived attacks involving an
outmatched challenger, as Tennyson mused in his
poem “Charge of the Light Brigade,”

Charging an army, while all the world wonder’d.

* This initial British success gave rise to the expression “the thin red
line,” from which is derived the more recent custom of referring to the
police as “the thin blue line” separating civilization from chaos—or
the ruling class from justice, according to your vantage point.




Modern applications of the balaclava

Bandwidth - In text messages, the range of expres-
sion is narrow: you can use caps lock, but you can’t
scream; you can use emoticons, but you can’t touch.
In place of the infinity of embodied experience, our
technology reduces the world to binary code. Contrary
to advertising rhetoric, the electronic era condemns
us to an increasingly low-bandwidth existence.

Beat Cops - Please.
Beat Poets — What the hell, beat them too.

Bewilder - The city boy is bewildered in the country-
side, just as the landlubber is at sea in a boat

Birth Control - In 1914, Margaret Sanger coined the
expression “birth control” in the pages of her monthly
newsletter, The Woman Rebel, to which Emma Gold-
man and other anarchists regularly contributed. After
working as a nurse in New York’s Lower East Side, she
had concluded that the only way to do anything for
the health of poor women was to bring about major
economic and social change. The dissemination of
birth control methods, which at that time were illegal
even to describe, was only one aspect of this project.

This Voltairine de Cleyre quotation in the first
issue, explaining the role of violence in the labor
movement, is representative of the tone throughout




The Woman Rebel:

Ifit’s a telegraph strike, it means cutting wires and poles,
and getting fake scabs to spoil the instruments. Ifitis a
steel rolling mill strike, it means beating up the scabs,
breaking the windows, setting the gauges wrong, and
ruining the expensive rollers together with tons and tons
of material. If it's a miners’ strike, it means destroying
tracks, bridges, and blowing up mills. If it is a garment
workers’ strike, it means having an unaccountable
fire, getting a volley of stones through an apparently
inaccessible window, or possibly a brickbat on the
manufacturer’s own head. If it’s a street-car strike, it
means tracks torn up or barricaded with the contents
of ash carts and slop carts, with overturned wagons
or stolen fences, it means smashed or incinerated cars
and turned switches. If it is a system federation strike, it
means “dead” engines, wild engines, derailed freights,
and stalled trains. If it is a building trades strike, it
means dynamited structures. And always, everywhere,
all the time, fights between strikebreakers and scabs
against strikers and strike-sympathizers, between
People and Police.

After seven issues, Sanger was charged with violating
obscenity laws for writing about birth control—and
for “inciting murder and assassination.” She fled
the United States to escape prosecution. Upon her
return, she founded the American Birth Control
League, and continued to serve as its president after
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TRAGEDY

Even if dynamite were to serve
no other purpose than to call forth the
spirit of revolutionary solidarity and
loyalty, it would prove its great value.
For this expression of solidarity and
loyalty and of complete defiance to the
morality of the masters, in a time of
distress and defeat and death, is the
most certain sign of that strength and
courage which are the first essentials
to victory. On July 4th, three revolu-
tionists, Caron, Berg and Hanson, were
killed by the explosion of dynamite—
sacrificed because of their willingness
to risk life for their convictions. This
tragedy created a wonderful spirit of
loyalty and solidarity among their com-
rades. It ought to have awakened the
same spirit among all those who advo-
cate the overthrow of the present system
—at least among those sgitators and
leaders who urge direct and revolution-
ary tactics against the master class.

But instead we have witnessed a far
greater tragedy than the death of our
comrades. That event in itself bespoke
courage, determination, conviction, &
spirit of defianco—unfortunately, unus-
ual qualities. The real tragedy has been
the cowardice and the poisonous respect-
ability oxpressed in the apologies of
those adepts in that glib and oily art
to speak and purpose not—those agita-
tors and leaders who howl about solid-
arity among the workers, only to white-
wash themselves with respectability
when an episode occurs which actually
offers an opportunity for the expression
of such a spirit of solidarity. Instead
of this expected defiance of conventional
morality and standards, they have given
nothing more than involved, shamefaced
explanations and apologiea actioned
which do more to discredit the organiza-
tions they represent than any number
of bombs or ill-advised acts of violence.

Explanations and apologies, like patriot-
ism, are the cloaks of cowards, not the
reactions of strong men.

1t is time to learn to accept and exult
in every act of revolt against oppression,
to encourage and create in ourselves that
spirit of rebellion which shall lead us
to understand and look at the social sit-
uation without flinching or quas
running to cover when any crisis ari
Not until we do create this spirit will
the revolutionists ever be feared or even
respected in America.

We are all talking revolution and di-
rect action, solidarity and freedom. If
we are not willing to back every word
that we utter publicly by determined ac-
tion, we will never accomplish anything
except to render ourselves ridiculous.

Solidarity is & means, not an end. Tt
will unite the working class against its
oppressors not at a single catastrophe at
some dim and distant future date, but
only as we individually incorporate it.
We must Live Solidarity, not merely
talk it. Even if we disagreo regarding
the social value of the act of revolt, we
‘must accept it and acclaim it for the spir-
it and the motive in back of it. Never re-
pudiate or apologize for the comrade
who, by an act of revolt has given the
best evidence of loyalty to his class,
of his SOLIDARITY.

- If the socalled revolutionary labor
movement must justify its actions at
the bar of the very public opinion and
morality that have created and sustained
laws against labor, it is & wishywashy,
milk-and-watery, weakneed movement at
best. If it cannot accept as possible and
inevitable and valuable among its ranks
such men as Berg, Caron and Hanson—
if, in short, it is not moving in the di-
rection of REVOLUTION, it is time
for us to build up a movement that is.

H

1t ix generally agreed that lower forms
of life must give placo to higher types,
and when ihe pioneer of civilization
nakes his way into the forest, he must
of necessity destroy the man-killing ani-
mals living therein. Exterminating
warfarc is also waged against the savage
members of the human race wherever
they opposo the establishment of condi-
tions necessary for the development of
the more highly organized types. Of
course, where improvement by instruc-
tion and subscquent co-operation is pos-
«ible, this extreme of annihilation need
not be practiced, but unless it can be
shown that there is room enough on earth
for both savage and civilized, the sav-
age must go.

Having thus indicated the operation
of the law of the survival of the fittest,
it would seem that we should apply the
same treatment accorded to wild animals
and savages to those men in civilized
countries whose natures still display
traits characteristic of the tiger and
wolf, and who, owing to the nature of
our social fabric, are beyond: the reach
of correction.

It is immaterial whether such men
are conscious or uncomscious of their
true natures and the effect of their ac-
tions on others. If their position in
modern life is an entirely falsc one, as
in the case of the czar or king, this is
their misfortune, but, like the savage
or wild animal, they should not be per-
mitted to live upon or block the march of
the many toward better conditions.

There is no difference, ethically, bo-
tween killing a man instantly or slowly
over-working or starving him to death,
yet those are the conditions imposed
upon millions of workers throughout
the world to-day, owing to the brute
of the employing and official classes, and
their ability to control large armies of
ignorant police and soldiers to intimi-
date the workers whenever a clash oc-
curs between Capital and Labor.

Another weapon used by these unde-
veloped czars of industry, whose egoism
runs riot, is to dictate to their legisla-
tive hirelings what laws shall be enacted,
or, if any exist that balk their selfish
desires, to coerce their judical puppets
80 to interpret them as to nullify the be-
neficial effect sometimes intended.

The point I wish to bring out is this
—that since the great mass of peoplo
are by force of circumstances unsble
to use the same weapons employed by
the better educated and privileged class,
this does not preclude the working class
from using whatever other means of de-
fense may be at its dispossl, such as
the strikes, boycott, sobatage or assas-
sination.

The assassination of tyrants has been
practiced throughout history in all parts
of the world, and in regard to nihilism
in Russia, Wendell Phillips has this to
say: “Nihilism is the righteous and hon-
orable resistance of a people crushed un-



more conservative participants managed to rename
the organization Planned Parenthood.

Today, despite anti-abortion terrorists murdering
doctors and bombing clinics, we take condoms and
birth control pills for granted. It’s easy to forget that
scarcely a century ago, only wild-eyed revolutionists
spoke of such things. Had their revolutionary aspira-
tions come true as well, the state could no longer
threaten our reproductive rights.

Black Flag — Until they make a darker one, it’ll have
to do

Black Hole of Calcutta — The British East India Tea
Company, one of the most famous international drug
trafficking cartels of all time and the de facto corporate
ruler of India for over a century, insisted on fortifying
amilitary base in Calcutta over the objections of the
locals. In 1756, the Nawab of Bengal laid siege to the
fort; the garrison’s commander slipped away, leaving
former surgeon John Holwell in charge, and the base
soon fell. According to Holwell, 146 captives were
then imprisoned overnight in the fortress’s twenty-
foot-square dungeon, subsequently known as the
Black Hole of Calcutta, and all but 23 of them were
dead by morning.

The story goes that a Bengali landlord, convinced
that Holwell had been exaggerating, attempted to

crowd 146 of his tenants into an equally tight space and
found that he could not. He took this as proof of his
hypothesis, pointing out that a Bengali villager’s body
occupies much less space than a British soldier’s—if
only because the latter were fattening themselves
from the larders of the former. The tenants’ feelings
about this experiment are lost to history; no doubt
the landlord would have been pleased to pack his
tenants as tight as his countrymen had once packed
the British, if he could have.

There are still black holes in Kolkata and elsewhere
around the world, into which disappear the millions
who live and die in abject poverty; but their deaths,
unlike those of British colonists, go unheralded.

Bling — An expression for expensive, ostentatious
jewelry or clothing that entered circulation via hip
hop, expanding to cover status symbols of all kinds
and the flaunting thereof. As Audre Lorde might
have said, the master’s jewels will never dismantle
the master’s house. Hip hop is hardly the only milieu
in which status symbols are glorified, unfortunately,
although the symbols themselves vary widely from
one context to another. For example, anarchists may
find this term useful to diagnose their comrades’
intellectual pretensions:

“My new ’zine cites, like, Hegel and Butler and
Kristeva and Blanchot, too! From the singularity to




the totality, I got it all, know’t'm saying? Crazy Kab-
balistic references and shit!”

“Aw, man, you don’t understand any of those
motherfuckers! You're just blingin! Seriously, what’s
any professor ever done to get you up out of your job
at the café?”

Blood Bank - Is there any other kind?

Bluff — Near the end of the Second World War,
twice-decorated veteran Aleksandr Solzenhitsyn
was arrested for sending a letter mentioning “the
moustached one,” which the censors took to designate
Stalin himself. Young Aleksandr was sent to the
Soviet prison labor camps along with millions of
dissidents, supposed conspirators, prisoners of war,
and hapless civilians.

After Solzenhitsyn and his fellow inmates had spent
several strenuous months in forced labor, a guard
distributed registration cards in a belated effort to
sort out who all these new prisoners were. One of the
blanks on the form was marked “Trade or Profession.”
Other inmates answered “tailor,” “barber,” or “cook”
in hopes of obtaining a more advantageous position
in the camps; but Solzenhitsyn, fed up altogether,
scribbled in “nuclear physicist.” At this time, the top
Soviet scientists were racing to discover the secret of
the atomic bomb.

Solzenhitsyn didn’t give the survey another
thought, but a year and a half later a Black Maria
arrived just for him. It took him to a sharashka, a
special scientific research facility run by Ministry of
State Security. He had never studied nuclear physics.

We can imagine Solzenhitsyn on the laboratory
bench the following morning, beginning his first
day of work under the watchful eyes of elite guards.
Concealing his dismay, he whispers to the inmate
beside him, “Are you a nuclear physicist?”

“Shh—of course not,” hisses back his new colleague.
“But don’t worry—these morons have no idea what’s
going on.”

Bohemian - Taste makes waste

Border — To create a community where people share
no real connection or common interest, establish a
boundary and accuse outsiders of violating it. This
accusation implies that before the violation, the right-
fully included lived together in purity, tranquility,
and belonging. There was no such thing as America
before immigrants, for example, but you’d never know
it listening to racists and nationalists. It is common
sense that boundaries create transgressors—but one
might as easily say that the invention of transgressors
creates boundaries, which would be unthinkable
without them.




Bottom-line — The problem with collective projects
is you have to do them yourself

Bowdlerize — As soon as Michelangelo was dead, his
little-known colleague Daniele Ricciarelli was hired to
paint over the genitals in his fresco of the Last Judg-
ment in the Sistine Chapel. Following in Ricciarelli’s
footsteps, prison reformer Thomas Bowdler is best
remembered for The Family Shakespeare, a ten-volume
collection of the Bard’s plays in which “those words
and expressions are omitted which cannot with pro-
priety be read aloud in a family.” All this happened
hundreds of years ago, but today there is still no
shortage of philistines who bowdlerize whatever they
can get their hands on. You can even find supposed
anarchists who think revolutionary struggle would
be more appealing without Molotov cocktails, lust
for revenge, and unlimited sexual freedom.

Broken Window Theory — The superstition that if
minor infractions are aggressively repressed, more seri-
ous crime will decrease. Nowadays, this is associated
with Rudy Giuliani’s brutal tenure as mayor of New
York City, during which the New York Police Depart-
ment grew to be one of the largest standing armies in
the world so as to crack down on graffiti and subway
fare evasion; but the theory originally appeared in an
article by James Wilson and George Kelling:

Consider a building with a few broken windows. If the
windows are not repaired, the tendency is for vandals
to break a few more windows. Eventually, they may
even break into the building, and if it’s unoccupied,
perhaps become squatters or light fires inside.

Or consider a sidewalk. Some litter accumulates.
Soon, more litter accumulates. Eventually, people
even start leaving bags of trash from take-out res-
taurants there or breaking into cars.

There you have it—it’s not poverty or homelessness
that causes people to become squatters, arsonists, or
larcenists, but unrepaired windows. Similarly, Western
thinkers as prestigious as Aristotle once believed in
spontaneous generation—that aphids arise from the
dew that falls on plants, fleas from putrid matter,
mice from dirty hay, and so on.

In an interesting twist, ever since the protests at the
1999 World Trade Organization summit in Seattle,
anarchists appear to be operating on the same premise:
if only a few windows can be broken, revolutionary
struggle is bound to break out.

Brotherhood - An imagined ideal relation between
all mankind [sic]; the tie that bound Abel and Cain

Bugaboo - An imaginary threat trotted out to keep
the timorous in order (see Fox News)




Bureaucracy - Rule from behind desks; the infra-
structure underpinning every form of government
that ends in -cracy

Business End - The wrong side to be on, obviously

Capability - One does not suffer nearly so much from
one’s inadequacies as from one’s unused abilities.
Consider the frustrated three-year-old, who feels
himself to be capable of a great deal more than any-
one will permit him to undertake; or the insomniac,
who in another era would have protected the clan
by standing night watch; or the sensitive soul who
cannot make a separate peace with the injustices of
this society but is compelled to confront them even
when everyone else turns away. Until we find a use
for it, our limitless potential is a curse, not a blessing.

Capitalism - Just as monarchy means rule by mon-
archs and communism means rule by communists,
capitalism means rule by capital itself. The wealthy
rotate in and out of power, but the accumulation of
wealth remains the determining force.

Captive Audience — Once upon a time, this distinction
was useful, as other audiences might properly disengage
themselves if they so chose; in the age of Facebook and
Twitter, the qualifier has become practically redundant




Cardiologist — He knows how to maintain it, but
not what it’s for

Cargo Cult - The story goes that in the Melanesian
Islands of the Pacific Ocean, locals who had expe-
rienced limited contact with colonizers engaged in
rituals modeled on their behavior in hopes of thus
obtaining their technology. Anthropologists and
reporters describe islanders building mock landing
strips to entice planes laden with cargo, or elevating
real or mythological Western figures to the status
of Messiah.

It’s hard to know how seriously to take this version
of the story, in view of the general ethnocentrism
of the narrators. In 1964, when the residents of an
island off Papua New Guinea rebelled against their
Australian rulers by refusing to pay taxes and voting
ironically for US President Lyndon Johnson in the
island’s first elections, this was reported by gullible
US journalists as a “Johnson cult.”

Perhaps the concept of the cargo cult better de-
scribes modern-day developers who expect a thriving
economy to erupt anywhere they put a high-speed
train, or televangelists who promise material wealth to
those who donate to their ministries. Our interpreta-
tions of foreign customs always tell us about what is
most familiar to us.




Carsick — Sickened by the motion of a vehicle in
which one is riding; on a larger scale, sickened by
the motion of the vehicles in which others ride (see
Pollution, Greenhouse Effect)

Caution - Better safe and sorry

Celebrities — If you weren’t nobody, they wouldn’t
be anybody

Censorship - You are not allowed to read what should
be written on these walls

Chaos — The sum of all orders

Charity — The means by which those who own
everything else attempt to corner the market on
benevolence.

It’s possible to charge that individual charitable
acts assuage guilty consciences instead of solving
problems; or distract attention from the roots of
those problems—but charity itself, even at its most
apparently effective and well-intentioned, is essen-
tially a demonstration of power in a system based on
competition and humiliation. In every act of charity,
the subtext is that those offering the handouts are
so industrious that they can not only provide for
themselves—the ultimate measure of worth in this




individualistic society—but also share a surplus with
the incompetent.

This is why such assistance is not always received
with the anticipated gratitude: in contrast to other
kinds of gift-giving, charity glorifies the one who
offers it and humiliates the recipient. At bottom,
the benefactor is not there to assist the one in need;
the one in need is there to confirm the status of
the benefactor. The philanthropist gives, but on his
terms, emphasizing his property rights and position
of privilege. Charity is the opposite of sharing.

Everyone knows that, as a rule, the less people have,
the more they’re willing to share; this says a lot about
the effects of wealth on human beings. In place of
charity, we would do well to develop ways of assisting
one another in which we share not only resources but
also, more importantly, control over them.

Childhood - The heirs of the previous generation’s
unfulfilled longings prove that they are ready for
adulthood by keeping this inheritance intact, so as
to pass it along to the next generation with interest

Christmas — An ancient pagan holiday occurring
around the winter solstice, celebrating a variety of
deities including sun gods, sons of God, and, most
recently, Mammon

| fear it is true that there
are no children in America.

- Lewis Carroll

Civil Disobedience — Disobey if you must, but for
goodness’ sake behave yourself

Civil Liberties — The less civil, the more liberties

Civil Society — That is to say, only those who remain
civil qualify as society

Civil War - In the United States, people don’t revolt
in order to obtain freedom, but to continue denying
it to others

Civilization - A crime against nature; despite Gan-
dhi’s quip, a bad idea;* the tendency of pedestrians
to stop walking when they step onto an escalator

* Asked what he thought about Western civilization, the Mahatma
famously responded, “It would be a good idea.”



Class - Class is not a static identity, but a relationship;
it obscures the issue to say a person is of one class or
another without reference to immediate economic
relations. A person can shift from one position in the
class system to another; so can a whole profession.
Class interests aren’t fixed, either—counting on one
class to lead the struggle against hierarchy is bound
to disappoint (see Revolutionary Subject).

Ninety years after his betrayal and murder at the
end of the Mexican Revolution, Emiliano Zapata
returns to life somewhere north of the Rio Grande.
Immediately, he sets out to raise another army and
resume the struggle for agrarian reform. He accosts
the first mestizo he sees, an affable grad student at
the nearby university: “Disctilpeme, sefior. ;Dénde
se encuentran los campesinos del pueblo?”

“Campesinos? I'm not sure we have any campesinos,
exactly. Actually, come to think of it, you'’re in luck
this afternoon! It’s just a couple blocks away—here,
I'll show you.”

“Muchas gracias,” answers the revolutionary gen-
eral, taking in the general import of the offer and
touching the brim of his sombrero. The two stroll
along the sidewalk, passing cell phone shops and
haute cafés, to an open area where a vinyl banner
proclaims FARMER’S MARKET.

»

Zapata surveys the scene. “No estoy seguro, amigo,”
he whispers, fingering his trademark handlebar
mustache, “Este mercado estd lleno de puros gringos.”
The student just shrugs, so Zapata strides around
the closest table, past a hand-lettered sign reading
“Heirloom Tomatoes—$5.99/pound,” and addresses
the proprietor.

“/Compariero! ;Estds cansado de vivir de rodillas?
Estas listo para luchar por tu tierra y tu libertad?
iJuntemoénos!”

“No, no, not bere!” hisses the mortified farmer. “I
told you, I'll pick you up at the gas station on Monday
morning!”

Clout — A heavy blow with a blunt object; hence,
influence in politics or business

Coffin - A parcel marked “Return to Sender”

Coke — A solid fuel made by heating coal in the
absence of air; an illegal stimulant derived from
coca leaves; a corporate beverage including coca
ingredients.* Comparably addictive and deleterious
in all three instances.

* Provided by Stepan Company, the only corporation authorized
to import coca into the US.




Collaborate — To be, as Milan Kundera put it, “the
brilliant ally of your own gravediggers”

Colonialism — In Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian
Gray, the innocent young protagonist, presented with
alovely portrait of himself, wishes that the painting
would age, rather than he. His wish is granted, and
as he descends into debauchery, the visage in the
painting grows more and more dreadful, while he
continues to appear unblemished, above reproach.

Today, comparing Brussels to Kinshasa, one might
discern a similar phenomenon, though Belgian rule
of Congo ended way back in—1960.

Common Sense — What is common becomes sense,
but what is sensible doesn’t always become common

Community — The sum of all the individuals and
relationships in a social milieu—that is to say, none
of them in particular; therefore, the abstraction for
which any of them may be sacrificed

Compassion — On March 1, 1881,* after centuries of
failed revolutionary movements, after countless dis-
sidents had passed through the gates of the prison of
Peter and Paul Fortress never to return, four young

* According to the Old Style calendar.
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| have just returned from a
journey inland to the village

of Insongo Mboyo. The abject
misery and utter abandon is
positively indescribable. | was so
moved, Your Excellency, by the
people’s stories that | took the
liberty of promising them that
in future you will only kill them
for crimes they commit.

- Missionary John Harris

of Baringa, writing to King
Leopold’s chief agent in the
Congo about the business
venture that cost the lives of
approximately 10 million people

men took up parcels of explosives and fanned out along
Yekaterininsky Canal in St. Petersburg to await the
Tsar. They were Mikhailov, a boiler maker; Rysakov,
a young student; Grinevitzky, a former engineering
student; and Yemelyanov, a cabinetmaker—all mem-
bers of Narodnaya Volya, the People’s Will. Many of
their comrades had already gone to the gallows; their
leader had just been arrested and awaited the same fate.

Mikhailov lost his nerve and dropped his parcel
off on his way home. Rysakov intercepted the Tsar’s
carriage as it turned onto the quay and cast his parcel
under the horses” hooves. The explosion knocked him
back against the fence and killed one of the guards, but
only damaged the bulletproof carriage. But when the
Tsar got out to investigate, Grinevitzky leapt forward
and detonated his bomb, fatally wounding his target
and himself.

Yemelyanov came running up, only to find that
there was nothing he could do. Rysakov had been
captured, Grinevitzky was done for, and the dying
Tsar was crouched in a spreading pool of his own
blood, his regal uniform hanging off him in rags.
Yemelyanov had sworn through clenched teeth to
give his life in return for this man’s death, to avenge
at any price the suffering inflicted across centuries of
monarchy. But seeing his mortal enemy reduced to his
knees, weakly calling for help, the desire for revenge
evaporated. Tucking the volatile package under his
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arm, he hurried to the Tsar’s side and tearfully lifted
him into a sleigh so he could be borne back to the
Winter Palace to die.

Were it not for the bombs, Yemelyanov would never
have been able to approach the Tsar, let alone assist
him. Where there is such hierarchy, what extreme
measures are necessary for human beings to be able
to show compassion to one another!
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Complicity - Domination is a relationship, not a
condition; it depends on the participation of both
parties. Hierarchical power is not just the gun in the
policeman’s hand; it is just as much the obedience of
the ones who act as if it is always pointed at them.
Itis not just the government and the executives and
the armed forces: it extends through society from
top to bottom, an interlocking web of control and
- . . ! . compliance. Sometimes all it takes to be complicit in

Hli v l‘ l!]l 'I‘hhlm 1, “ | ‘ the oppression of millions is to die of natural causes.
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SRS a s a2 ] ; Concessions — As the Empire is overrun by barbarians,
the Emperor’s scribes franticly record his pronounce-
ments: “I grant Gaul to the Franks! And Iberia to the
Vandals! And all the treasures of Rome—as a sign of my
munificence—I bequeath to Alaric and the Visigoths!”
“All the treasures of Rome are burning, sire,”
observes the youngest scribe, marking the Visigoths’
progress through the palace window.




“Well then! 'm not the sort of churl who tells my
subjects what they should do with my gifts. Take
down that I grant the right to burn them, too!”

The authorities don’t grant concessions out of the
kindness of their hearts; they simply concede the
reality of what their subjects are strong enough to
compel from them. If you want political leverage, don’t
beg for it, don’t seek it through their channels—take
power outside them.

Conflict Resolution - When radicals hold a meet-
ing, they sit in a circle, facing one another; unfor-
tunately, they do the same thing when they form
a firing squad.

One would expect anarchists, being proponents
of cooperation and mutual aid, to excel in conflict
resolution. Sadly, the opposite is often true: being
specialists in opposition, they put more energy into
opposing each other than into undermining the
systems that rule them.

Conformity - In Rabelais’s Fourth Book of the Heroic
Deeds and Sayings of the Noble Pantagruel, our heroes
are circumnavigating the globe when they encounter a
French merchant vessel. One of its passengers, a sheep
seller traveling with his flock, insults Pantagruel’s
friend Panurge, taking him for a fool. Counseled
not to make a scene, Panurge responds by respect-




fully inquiring as to whether he can purchase one
of the merchant’s sheep, picking out a particularly
fine specimen.

The merchant continues to mock Panurge as they
haggle over the price, but Panurge pursues his object,
repeatedly bringing the conversation back around
to business. The merchant explains how his flock is
descended from the ram that provided the Golden
Fleece sought by Jason and the Argonauts; how their
dung cures seventy-eight different diseases, and their
horns make asparagus sprout from the ground; he
calls Panurge a cuckold, a dolt, a prize idiot. Panurge
patiently insists that he wishes to make a purchase.

Finally, the merchant accepts Panurge’s money
and hands over his object—the biggest, fattest ram in
the flock. Panurge immediately lifts it into his arms,
carries it to the edge of the boat, swings it back, and
hefts it over the railing into the ocean.

All the other sheep, seeing their leader disappear
from view, charge forward and begin to hurl them-
selves two and three at a time into the frothing sea.
The merchant watches, his face ashen, as his fortune
disappears into Davy Jones’ locker. Finally regaining
his wits, he rushes into the fray to stop them, and
is borne overboard in a blur of bleating and wool.
Panurge watches dispassionately. It doesn’t pay to
depend on the impressionable.

Confusion - In June 1937, asked for his feelings
about the Spanish Civil War, Alduous Huxley wrote,

My sympathies are, of course, with the Government side,
especially the Anarchists; for Anarchism seems to me
more likely to lead to desirable social change than
highly centralized, dictatorial Communism.

He can be forgiven the non sequitur, for people who
called themselves anarchists had indeed joined the
Republican government. The mystery is not how he
was confused, but why they were.

Consensus — If only everyone always agreed, there
would be no danger of oppression—but that’s a
totalitarian fantasy, not a formula for liberation

Conspiracy Theory - Like free enterprise, conspiracy
can be good, theory can be good, but conspiracy

theory is not so good

Contempt of Court — A healthy sentiment (see Hung
Jury)

Contranym - A word that is its own opposite (see
Child Care, Commonwealth, Justice of the Peace)

Control - Order reigns but it doesn’t govern




Convert — As a verb, it is used by basketball coaches
discussing how to make the most of a gambit, as
insurgents might also aspire to do; as a noun, it
describes something unspeakably obscene

Conviction - A firmly held belief, or the quality of
demonstrating that one is firmly convinced of what
one believes; hence, the legal repercussions thereof

Co-op - A cooperative venture; alternately, a typo-
graphical error for “co-opt”

Corner the Market — Generally, it’s the other way around

Coronation - A ritual formally asserting a monarch’s
God-given right to be shot, stabbed, poisoned, guil-
lotined, or blown up with dynamite

Couple - A safe, non-reactive romantic configuration.
Chlorine is a poison gas and sodium an explosive
metal, but together they make table salt.

In monogamous circles, singles are seen as unpre-
dictable elements: lacking something, they may take
dangerous steps to get it. Even the government ap-
pears to regard singles as a potential liability—hence,
presumably, the tax incentive for getting married.
Couples, on the other hand, can be trusted to keep
each other in check.

Cowardice — The defining character trait of those
who singlehandedly take on the assembled forces
of their society, as diagnosed by fearless prosecutors
and judges

Criminal Justice — Some judges are so corrupt, no
amount of money could sway them from delivering
unjust verdicts

Critique — At first, one only recognizes particular
instances to be worthy of critique; critique appears
synonymous with rejection, implying deficiency in
the object. Over time, one discovers that everything
warrants critique. This can produce cynicism: nothing
is above reproach, nothing is pure, therefore nothing
has value. But followed through to its logical conclu-
sion, this insight inspires a profound optimism: if
everything can be critiqued, then no matter how bleak
things are, there is always a way to improve them.

Those who comprehend this can pass beyond the
binary of approval and disapproval to identify the
conflicting currents within any subject of inquiry.
There are sides to take inside every position, as well
as between them.

Cultural - Of or pertaining to cults, large or small

Customer - In our country, only one custom persists




If you want to make a difference,
have the courage to say how the life
you lived was the life of a coward.

- Judge Ann Aiken, sentencing Daniel
McGowan to seven years in prison
with a terrorism enhancement™

* After a career of environmental activism and direct action, Mc-
Gowan had been arrested by the FBI on arson charges. Though
prosecutors threatened him with a sentence of life plus 335 years,
he refused to inform on his codefendants even as most of them
turned state’s evidence in the course of a year-and-a-half-long
legal ordeal.

One can’t help wondering what Judge Aiken would be capable
of on the other side of the bench. Would she still insist on due
process of law, urging others to be patient as people were sold
into slavery or carted off to Dachau? Cowardice is an interesting
choice of words for a professional whose complicity in the status
quo is rewarded with physical safety, financial stability, and social
status. Would Aiken have lectured John Brown about cowardice,
or the Germans who attempted to assassinate Hitler?

We live in a democracy, Aiken might counter: bypassing the
established channels and breaking the law is akin to attacking
freedom, community, dialogue itself. That’s the same thing they
said in 1859.

Dandy — Nowadays, they’re called hipsters

Data - In a world reduced to 1s and Os, everything
is fungible (see Statistics, Rivers of Blood)

Deadline - Historically, the deadline was the line
around a prison beyond which prisoners were eligible
for shooting. In keeping with shifts in the exercise of
control, what once was delineated spatially over life
is now enforced temporally over labor.

Death Penalty - The fact that the state occasionally
takes life wholesale can’t help but discourage people
from complaining about the economy taking their
lives piecemeal. The former practice is regarded as
barbaric, of course, so it is generally inflicted upon
those who have been demonized as more barbaric:
“Sure, it’s scary that we have so much power that we
can kill you if we want—but wouldn’t it be worse for
monsters such as this one to have that power over
you?” The average politician owes a lot to rapists and
murderers—without them, he might have to answer
for the subtler atrocities he countenances.

Debate — An opportunity for mutual gain often
mistaken for a competition, to everyone’s misfortune;
as in economics, those who set out to win doom all
to losing. Nothing is more precious to someone




“So long as | don’t have to see it!”

who wishes to sharpen her analysis and expand her
perspective than an intelligent person who disagrees
with her.

A rhetorician can dominate an argument; a