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compulsory schooling will probably ruin a lot of potentially rewarding activities for Calvin, like 
reading and writing. Why not let kids learn what they want to learn, when they want to learn 
it?

Instead of treating the act of writing as a vibrant means of expression, kids learn to consider it 
a chore. They fill essays with long words and tangents designed to inflate their page/word 
count, and when they move into the workplace they do the same thing with memos, forms and 
reports. Thanks to the arbitrary requirements of compulsory schooling, writing is considered 
best when it becomes its opposite: an obfuscating mire of depressing jargon instead of a 
beautiful, powerful method of communication.

It's the same problem Calvin likes to pose to his dad: it's a beautiful day, full of magic and 
opportunity, and yet its opportunities are squandered due to forced duties. What Calvin 
doesn't realize is that he can still take advantage of days like this if he would only talk his 
parents into allowing him to homeschool — an option we've been taught to consider 
unthinkable, or at the very least, an option exercised only by fringe extremists.
Calvin sums up the problems with the testing obsession shared by all advocates of forced 
schooling. Testing utterly fails to reflect the complexity of human beings and their various 
strengths and weaknesses. Ultimately, they only reveal either our capability for memorization 
or obedience... in other words, our ability to be good workers. And training for the workplace is 
what compulsory schooling is fundamentally about.

Nowadays we think of "work" and "leisure" (or "play") as two separate events. Our lives are 
neatly divided into sections — this is the time to work, to earn money, to make a living; and 
this is the time to play, to enjoy yourself, to be happy and content, to love your family. Humans 
have lived this way for hundreds of years and so we think of this dichotomy as a perfectly 
natural aspect of the human condition. But it isn't. For thousands of years, long before the idea 
of a "workplace" came to be, humans did all of their activities in the same place, with the same 
people, often in the same breath. Obviously we can't return to a simple hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle, but we can certainly learn from our ancestors' many eons of successful existence. We 
don't have to think of "work" as a time for energy and productivity and "leisure" as a separate 
time for joy and pleasure. But this is how Calvin perceives the world: work is when you get 
things done, achieve your goals, and strive for accomplishment; leisure is when you "vegout," 
do nothing, achieve nothing, and strive for nothing.
What Calvin doesn't realize is that his grandiose plans for snow fort construction, his extensive 
research into the feeding habits of Tyrannosaurus Rex, and his efforts to outdo himself during 
"show and tell" are all work, in a way. If we can somehow refocus our lives so that our chosen 
leisure is also the way we make a living, then we will have achieved the kinds of riches you can 
never make while clocking in and out for 40 hours a week.

Andy Warhol once said that everybody would be famous for fifteen minutes, and this 
prediction seems to be coming true. Now anybody can get on TV if their lives are dramatically 
tragic enough. Our vast communications networks devote their energies to vampirically 
feeding off of misery and ignorance — then turning around and selling it right back to us. And 
we buy it.

It's much easier to find mesmerizing junk on television than it is to learn something important 
about your life. You can surf channels for a thousand hours and never learn about anything 
which will have a significant impact on you personally. Why are we so fascinated by the ups 
and downs of other people's private lives? Is it because it helps us to forget or overlook our 
own?
In addition to television programs and magazines which attempt to reach the broadest possible 
audience by focusing on the lowest common denominator, there are also "narrowcast" media 
which try to dominate a very small segment of the population by turning lifestyles into 
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Forced schooling is often the cause of many kids' dramatic, even violent fantasies. We wouldn't 
be surprised if prisoners fantasized about escaping from prison — why are we bothered when 
kids (who are natural fantasizers to begin with) create extreme "escape from school" scenarios 
or even express their desire to destroy their schools? Teenagers cut classes or even skip school 
all the time, despite the many severe punishments awaiting them. Maybe there is a natural 
impulse to freedom there that's better off unqashed?

be playing music, learning a new skill, exploring unfamiliar territory, visiting neighbors, or 
creating our own comic strips.

Modern media exist to inform us, it's true — but more and more they are merely informing us 
about new products to buy instead of informing us about facts and ideas which may affect our 
daily lives in dramatic, even permanent ways. Every other product introduced on the market is 
hailed as "revolutionary" — or crucial to our daily lives in some significant way. The examples 
Calvin brings up (fresh breath, dry armpits, and cola) are by no means exceptions to this rule. 
Nearly everything for sale is sold as a necessity — without dry armpits or the correct cola, you 
cannot possibly succeed in this modern world. Do we really need all of this stuff?
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