
Th
e 

Fi
gh

t 
fo

r 
Ge

n
de

r
Se

lf
-

De
te

rm
in

at
io

n
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• 
Fi

gh
t m

ass
 su

rv
eil

lan
ce.

 W
ith

 so
me

 
of 

the
se 

law
s m

an
da

tin
g t

ha
t s

ch
oo

l 
offi 

 ci
als

 “o
ut”

 tr
an

s a
nd

 qu
eer

 ki
ds 

to 
the

ir 
pa

ren
ts, 

the
 a

lre
ad

y 
tro

ub
lin

g 
exp

an
sio

n 
of 

int
rus

ive
 s

ur
vei

lla
nc

e 
tec

hn
olo

gie
s 

int
o 

sch
oo

l 
pro

gra
ms

 
can

 
ha

ve 
esp

eci
all

y 
fri

gh
ten

ing
 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es 

for
 L

GB
TQ

 y
ou

th.
 

Ed
uc

ate
 yo

urs
elf

 an
d y

ou
r c

om
mu

nit
y 

ab
ou

t p
riv

acy
 te

ch
no

log
y 

an
d 

wa
ys 

to 
pre

ven
t 

sof
tw

are
 f

rom
 t

rac
kin

g 
yo

ur 
on

lin
e a

cti
vit

y. 
If 

yo
u’r

e p
art

 of
 

a c
om

mu
nit

y s
pa

ce,
 off

 er
 an

on
ym

ou
s 

co
mp

ute
r a

cce
ss 

so 
pe

op
le 

can
 ch

eck
 

ou
t re

sou
rce

s a
nd

 co
nn

ect
 w

ith
 ot

he
rs 

in 
wa

ys 
the

y m
ay 

no
t b

e a
ble

 to
 on

 
pe

rso
na

l o
r s

ch
oo

l d
evi

ces
.

• 
Fi

gh
t 

tra
ns

ph
ob

ia.
 F

or 
no

n-
tra

ns
 

rad
ica

ls w
ho

 w
an

t t
o t

ak
e p

art
 in

 th
is 

fi g
ht,

 ed
uc

ate
 yo

urs
elv

es 
on

 re
spe

ctf
ul 

wa
ys 

to 
ad

dre
ss 

an
d e

ng
ag

e w
ith

 tra
ns

 
an

d 
no

n-
bin

ary
 p

eo
ple

. I
nte

rro
ga

te 
yo

ur 
ow

n a
ssu

mp
tio

ns
 ab

ou
t g

en
de

r. 
Ta

ke
 

oth
er 

pe
op

le’s
 

exp
eri

en
ces

 
ser

iou
sly

 ev
en

 w
he

n t
he

y d
iff e

r f
rom

 
yo

ur 
ow

n.

TO
GE

TH
ER

, w
e ca

n p
rev

ent
 th

e co
urt

s fr
om

 ru
ini

ng
 yo

un
g p

eop
le’s

 liv
es a

nd
 ta

ke 
an

oth
er 

ste
p 

tow
ard

s a
 w

orl
d i

n w
hic

h a
ll a

re 
fre

e to
 fu

lfi l
l th

eir
 po

ten
tia

l on
 th

eir
 ow

n t
erm

s. A
gai

nst
 

pa
tri

arc
hy 

an
d s

tat
e v

iol
enc

e—
for

 an
arc

hy 
an

d f
ree

dom
.

Ab
ou

t C
rim

eth
In

c.
Cr

im
eth

In
c. 

is 
a 

reb
el 

all
ian

ce—
a 

de
cen

tra
liz

ed
 n

etw
ork

 p
led

ge
d 

to 
an

on
ym

ou
s c

oll
ect

ive
 ac

tio
n—

a b
rea

ko
ut 

fro
m 

the
 pr

iso
ns

 of
 ou

r a
ge

. W
e 

str
ive

 to
 re

inv
en

t o
ur

 liv
es 

an
d o

ur
 w

or
ld 

acc
ord

ing
 to

 th
e p

rin
cip

les
 of

 
sel

f-d
ete

rm
ina

tio
n a

nd
 m

utu
al 

aid
.

W
e b

eli
ev

e t
ha

t y
ou

 sh
ou

ld 
be

 fre
e t

o d
isp

ose
 of

 yo
ur

 lim
itle

ss 
po

ten
tia

l o
n 

yo
ur

 ow
n t

erm
s: t

ha
t n

o g
ov

ern
me

nt,
 m

ark
et,

 or
 id

eo
log

y s
ho

uld
 be

 ab
le 

to 
dic

tat
e w

ha
t y

ou
r li

fe 
can

 be
. If

 yo
u a

gre
e, l

et’
s d

o s
om

eth
ing

 ab
ou

t it
.

1

Th
e 

Fi
gh

t 
fo

r 
G

en
de

r 
Se

lf
-D

et
er

m
in

at
io

n
C

on
fro

nt
in

g 
th

e 
A

ss
au

lt 
on

 T
ra

ns
 P

eo
pl

e

O


 


 


 


 



, 

 



 

of 
an

ti-
tra

ns
 

an
d 

an
ti-

LG
BT

Q 
leg

isla
tio

n 
ha

s s
we

pt 
the

 U
nit

ed
 S

tat
es.

 
Pr

op
osa

ls 
in 

do
zen

s o
f s

tat
e l

eg
isla

tur
es 

ha
ve 

aim
ed

 to
 st

op
 sc

ho
olt

eac
he

rs 
fro

m 
dis

cu
ssi

ng
 

ge
n-

de
r 

or 
sex

ua
lity

—
to 

pre
ven

t k
ids

 fr
om

 u
sin

g 
ba

thr
oo

ms
 o

r 
pla

yin
g 

on
 sp

ort
s t

eam
s a

s t
he

ir 
sel

f-
de

ter
mi

ne
d 

ge
nd

er—
to 

for
ce 

sch
oo

l 
offi 

 ci
als

 t
o 

“ou
t” 

tra
ns

 k
ids

 t
o 

the
ir 

pa
ren

ts—
an

d t
o m

ak
e i

t il
leg

al 
for

 tr
an

s 
kid

s t
o g

et 
ap

pro
pri

ate
 m

ed
ica

l c
are

.

. 
ese

 i
nit

iat
ive

s 
tar

ge
t 

a 
vu

lne
rab

le 
po

pu
lat

ion
 w

ith
 n

o 
po

liti
cal

 vo
ice

 th
at 

is 
alr

ead
y 

suff
 er

ing
 d

isp
rop

ort
ion

ate
ly 

hig
h 

rat
es 

of 
sui

cid
e, 

ho
use

les
sn

ess
, 

an
d 

vio
len

ce—
all

 o
f 

wh
ich

 w
ill 

be
 

exa
cer

ba
ted

 by
 th

ese
 la

ws
. A

t t
he

 sa
me

 
tim

e, 
the

 S
up

rem
e 

Co
urt

 i
s 

in 
the

 
pro

ces
s 

of 
fac

ilit
ati

ng
 a

n 
ass

au
lt 

on
 

rep
rod

uc
tiv

e 
fre

ed
om

 t
ha

t 
wi

ll 
als

o 
ha

ve 
a d

isp
rop

ort
ion

ate
 im

pa
ct 

on
 tr

an
s 

pe
op

le. 
Un

de
rst

oo
d 

as 
a 

wh
ole

, t
he

se 
law

s 
co

ns
tit

ute
 a

 c
on

cer
ted

 a
tta

ck
 o

n 
the

 r
igh

ts 
to 

ge
nd

er 
an

d 
sex

ua
l s

elf
-

de
ter

mi
na

tio
n t

ha
t L

GB
TQ

 m
ov

em
en

ts 
ha

ve 
str

ug
gle

d t
o a

ch
iev

e f
or 

de
cad

es.

W
hy 

is t
his

 ha
pp

eni
ng

 no
w?

 W
ha

t d
oes

 it 
me

an
 in

 a 
glo

ba
l co

nte
xt?

 
An

d w
ha

t ca
n w

e d
o t

o r
esi

st?
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. 
ey 

on
ly 

ga
ve 

us 
rig

hts
 in

 th
e fi

 rs
t p

lac
e b

eca
use

 w
e g

ave
 th

em
 rio

ts.

T
 





 


 




 
 





 

fas
cis

m,
 w

e n
eed

 a t
ran

sfo
rm

ati
ve 

fra
me

-
wo

rk 
to 

de
scr

ibe
 w

ha
t w

e’r
e fi

 gh
tin

g f
or.

M
ost

 a
dv

oc
ate

s u
se 

a 
rig

hts
 d

isc
ou

rse
 

to 
exp

lai
n 

the
ir 

op
po

sit
ion

 to
 th

is 
wa

ve 
of 

op
pre

ssi
ve 

po
lic

ies
. W

e 
pro

po
se 

a 
diff

 er
en

t f
ram

ew
ork

: g
en

de
r s

elf
-d

ete
r-

mi
na

tio
n. 

W
e c

ho
ose

 th
is 

lan
gu

ag
e f

or 
sev

era
l re

aso
ns

.

Fir
st, 

it’s
 ex

pa
ns

ive
. S

elf
-d

ete
rm

ina
tio

n 
go

es 
be

yo
nd

 ju
st 

de
fen

din
g 

ou
rse

lve
s 

ag
ain

st 
att

ack
s o

r s
ecu

rin
g 

go
ver

nm
en

t 
gu

ara
nte

es.
 It

 m
ean

s d
efi 

nin
g w

ha
t w

ell
-

be
ing

 m
ean

s 
for

 u
s 

an
d 

cre
ati

ng
 t

he
 

co
nd

itio
ns

 fo
r it

 on
 ou

r o
wn

 te
rm

s.

Se
con

d, 
thi

s 
fra

me
wo

rk 
cen

ter
s 

au
to-

no
my

. It
 do

esn
’t r

eq
uir

e a
 sta

te 
or 

an
y o

the
r 

au
tho

rit
y t

o 
gra

nt 
or 

sec
ure

 o
ur 

“ri
gh

ts.
” 

Ri
gh

ts 
are

 a 
soc

ial
 co

nst
ruc

t; t
he

y h
ave

 no
 

po
we

r w
ith

ou
t a

uth
ori

tie
s to

 en
for

ce 
the

m,
 

an
d t

he
re 

is n
o c

on
clu

-si
ve 

wa
y t

o r
eso

lve
 

diff
 er

en
ces

 a
bo

ut 
wh

ich
 r

igh
ts 

pe
op

le 
de

ser
ve.

 .
 is

 i
s 

wh
y 

sta
te-

spo
nso

red
 

“fr
eed

om
s” 

gro
un

de
d 

in 
sup

po
sed

ly 
tim

ele
ss 

rig
hts

 of
ten

 er
od

e o
ver

 ti
me

. B
y 

con
tra

st, 
art

icu
lat

ing
 ou

r g
oa

ls i
n t

erm
s o

f 
sel

f-d
ete

rm
ina

tio
n 

foc
use

s 
att

en
tio

n 
on

 
ou

r o
wn

 de
sir

es,
 ca

pa
bil

itie
s, a

nd
 ag

en
cy—

an
d 

on
 bu

ild
ing

 th
e c

oll
ect

ive
 p

ow
er 

we
 

ne
ed

 to
 de

fen
d t

he
m.

. 
ird

, it
’s i

nc
lus

ive
. W

he
the

r y
ou

 id
en

tify
 

as 
tra

ns,
 as

 no
n-

bin
ary

, or
 so

me
 ot

he
r w

ay,
 

eve
ryo

ne
’s l

ive
s i

mp
rov

e w
he

n e
ach

 of
 us

 
is 

fre
e t

o d
ete

rm
ine

 ou
r o

wn
 re

lat
ion

shi
p 

to 
ge

nd
er. 

. 
is 

do
es 

no
t m

ean
 w

e s
ho

uld
 

de
-ce

nte
r 

the
 v

oic
es 

an
d 

exp
eri

en
ces

 

Fr
om

 T
ra

ns
 R

ig
ht

s 
to

 G
en

de
r S

el
f-D

et
er

m
in

at
io

n
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• 
He

lp 
cre

ate
 s

an
ctu

ary
 s

pa
ce

 f
or

 
yo

un
g t

ran
s &

 qu
ee

r p
eo

ple
 in

 ne
ed

. 
So

 m
an

y t
ran

s a
nd

 qu
eer

 ki
ds 

en
d u

p 
un

ho
use

d 
be

cau
se 

the
ir 

ho
me

s a
ren

’t 
saf

e. 
Se

t u
p 

co
mm

un
ity

 n
etw

ork
s t

o 
en

sur
e t

ha
t t

ran
s a

nd
 q

ue
er 

kid
s c

an
 

ha
ve 

saf
e h

ou
sin

g i
n a

n e
me

rge
nc

y. B
e 

aw
are

 o
f t

he
 le

ga
l r

isk
s, 

bu
t d

o 
wh

at 
ne

ed
s t

o b
e d

on
e t

o h
elp

 ke
ep

 yo
un

g 
pe

op
le 

ho
use

d a
nd

 sa
fe.

• 
He

lp 
org

an
ize

 a
ga

ins
t 

act
ua

l c
hil

d 
ab

us
e—

an
d 

co
mb

at 
rig

ht
-w

ing
 a

t-
tem

pts
 to

 co
nfu

se 
it 

wi
th 

ge
nd

er-
af-

fi r
mi

ng
 ca

re 
for

 yo
un

g p
eo

ple
. C

hil
d 

ab
use

—
rea

l o
r i

ma
gin

ed
—

ha
s b

een
 an

 
ob

ses
sio

n o
f th

e r
igh

t f
rom

 A
nit

a B
ry-

an
t’s 

an
ti-

gay
 “S

ave
 O

ur 
Ch

ild
ren

” c
ru-

sad
e i

n 1
97

7 t
o t

he
 co

ns
pir

acy
 th

eo
rie

s 
of 

Piz
zag

ate
 an

d Q
-A

no
n t

od
ay.

 Ye
t a

s 
tho

se 
wh

o p
art

ici
pa

te 
in 

act
ua

l eff
 or

ts t
o 

sup
po

rt 
sur

viv
ors

 kn
ow

 al
l to

o w
ell

, th
e 

ins
tit

uti
on

s w
he

re 
ch

ild
 ab

use
 is

 m
ost

 
lik

ely
 to

 oc
cu

r in
clu

de
 th

e n
uc

lea
r f

am
-

ily
, c

hu
rch

es,
 an

d s
po

rts
 te

am
s—

no
ne

 
of 

wh
ich

 co
nse

rva
tiv

es 
ha

ve 
an

y i
nte

r-
est

 in
 in

ter
rog

ati
ng

. L
ist

en
 to

 su
rvi

vo
rs, 

lea
rn 

by
sta

nd
er 

int
erv

en
tio

n t
ech

niq
ue

s, 
ma

ke
 sp

ace
 fo

r y
ou

ng
 pe

op
le 

to 
spe

ak
 

fre
ely

 a
bo

ut 
the

ir 
exp

eri
en

ces
, t

eac
h 

act
ive

 c
on

sen
t 

pra
cti

ces
 a

nd
 h

eal
thy

 
bo

un
da

rie
s. 

Le
arn

 a
bo

ut 
the

 w
ork

 o
f 

org
an

iza
tio

ns 
lik

e G
en

era
tio

n F
ive

 th
at 

ha
ve 

lin
ke

d 
the

 st
rug

gle
 to

 en
d 

ch
ild

 
ab

use
 w

ith
 ot

he
r e

ff o
rts

 to
 pu

rsu
e r

ev-
olu

tio
na

ry 
soc

ial
 tr

an
sfo

rm
ati

on
 o

ut-
sid

e o
f t

he
 cr

im
ina

l le
ga

l sy
ste

m.

• 
Pu

sh
 b

ac
k 

ag
ain

st 
th

e 
po

lit
ici

an
s. 

As
 a

na
rch

ist
s, 

we
’re

 n
ot 

co
nv

inc
ed

 
tha

t l
ob

by
ing

 is
 m

ean
ing

ful
 o

r t
ha

t 
leg

isla
tio

n w
ill 

sol
ve 

ou
r p

rob
lem

s. B
ut

we
 do

 re
spe

ct 
div

ers
ity

 of
 ta

cti
cs.

 . 
ere

are
 a 

lot
 o

f w
ays

 to
 fi 

gh
t o

pp
res

siv
e 

law
s—

fi r
st a

nd
 fo

rem
ost

 by
 di

sob
eyi

ng
 

the
m!

 Y
ou

 c
an

 a
lso

 p
ut 

up
 fl

 ye
rs, 

po
ste

rs, 
an

d 
sti

ck
ers

; p
rot

est
 a

ga
ins

t 
the

 po
liti

cia
ns

 w
ho

 pr
om

ote
 th

ese
 la

ws
 

an
d d

isr
up

t t
he

ir 
eve

nts
; a

nd
 un

ma
sk 

an
d 

dis
rup

t t
he

 sh
ad

y 
org

an
iza

tio
ns

 
lik

e 
AL

EC
 

tha
t 

are
 

wr
itin

g
an

d p
rom

oti
ng

 op
pre

ssi
ve 

leg
isla

tio
n.

• 
Us

e 
dir

ec
t 

ac
tio

n 
an

d 
mu

tu
al 

aid
 to

 p
ro

vid
e 

th
e 

res
ou

rce
s 

th
at 

po
lit

ici
an

s a
im

 to
 d

en
y 

tra
ns

 a
nd

 
qu

ee
r k

ids
. H

elp
 s

up
po

rt 
ge

nd
er-

inc
lus

ive
 

sel
f-o

rga
niz

ed
 

ath
let

ic 
op

tio
ns

 f
or 

kid
s 

wh
o 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ex

clu
de

d 
fro

m 
sch

oo
l 

lea
gu

es.
 

Sh
are

 re
so

urc
es 

on
 g

en
de

r i
de

nt
ity

, 
sex

ua
lit

y, 
an

d 
oth

er 
top

ics
 

th
at 

are
 c

en
so

red
 b

y 
sch

oo
ls 

an
d 

ma
ny

 
pa

ren
ts.

 C
rea

te 
mu

tua
l a

id 
pr

og
ram

s 
th

at 
dis

tri
bu

te 
clo

th
ing

, 
ma

ke
up

, 
toi

let
rie

s, 
an

d 
oth

er 
ne

ces
sit

ies
 t

o 
an

yo
ne

 wh
o n

ee
ds

 th
em

, re
ga

rd
les

s o
f 

ge
nd

er.
 In

clu
de

 bi
nd

ers
, w

igs
, b

rea
st 

for
ms

, m
ate

ria
ls 

for
 p

ac
kin

g, 
an

d 
th

e l
ike

, e
sp

eci
all

y i
n D

IY
 an

d e
asi

ly 
rep

rod
uc

ibl
e f

orm
ats

. O
rga

niz
e s

elf
-

de
fen

se 
an

d d
e-e

sca
lat

ion
 w

ork
sh

op
s 

for
 t

ran
s 

an
d 

qu
ee

r 
yo

un
g 

pe
op

le 
wh

o m
ay

 ne
ed

 to
 pr

ote
ct 

th
em

sel
ve

s 
fro

m 
bu

lly
ing

 or
 ab

us
e.
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H
ow

 to
 R

es
is

t
A

 





, 
 


’ 




 
 


, 




, 


 





 
 




 
 

pro
ble

ms
 th

ey 
cre

ate
. .

 e
 le

ga
l a

dv
oc

ate
s f

rom
 th

e A
CL

U, 
La

mb
da

 L
eg

al, 
an

d o
the

r 
org

an
iza

tio
ns

 th
at 

are
 fi g

hti
ng

 in
 th

e c
ou

rts
 to

 bl
oc

k t
he

 im
me

dia
te 

ha
rm

 ca
use

d b
y 

the
 bi

lls 
de

ser
ve 

ou
r a

pp
rec

iat
ion

. B
ut 

to 
ad

dre
ss 

the
 ro

ot 
cau

ses
 of

 th
e p

rob
lem

—
to 

go
 fr

om
 pe

tit
ion

ing
 fo

r t
ran

s r
igh

ts 
to 

est
ab

lish
ing

 ge
nd

er 
sel

f-d
ete

rm
ina

tio
n—

we
’re

 
go

ing
 to

 ne
ed

 a 
sys

tem
ic 

ap
pro

ach
, n

ot 
sym

pto
ma

tic
 tr

eat
me

nt.

. 
e p

rob
lem

 is
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t p
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y s
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t p
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g p
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e b
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r t
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n d
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r p
roj
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 d
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.
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pro
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 f
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 c
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 re
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g p
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o d
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roj

ect
s l

ike
 th

e 
Al

ba
ny

 
Fr

ee 
Sc

ho
ol 

ch
all

en
ge

 t
he

 s
tat

e’s
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e m
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r t
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 c
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 d

o 
no

t i
de

nti
fy 

as 
tra

ns 
sho

uld
 n

on
eth

ele
ss 

un
de

rst
an

d 
tha

t t
he

ir 
ow

n 
lib

era
tio

n 
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r f
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 w
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t t
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t w
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o b
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 o
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 c 
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.
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 l
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 p
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g p

eo
ple

 in
 ne

ed
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n c
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t’s
 id

en
tit

y 
to 

“ou
t” 

the
 st

ud
en

t t
o 

the
ir 

pa
ren

ts.
 A

no
the

r 
law

, H
B 

32
2, 

ba
ns

 K
-1

2 s
tud

en
ts 

fro
m 

usi
ng

 b
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 b
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 d
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t d
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f c
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 p
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e m
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s p
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 m
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e T

ran
sge

nd
er 

Ch
ild

, yo
un

g 
tra

ns 
gir

ls w
ere

 do
cum

en
ted

 liv
ing

 as
 th
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 b
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t’s 
du

m-
my

, “t
he

 G
oo

d L
ord

,” t
o l

eg
itim

ize
 w

ha
t-

eve
r s

he
 sa

ys—
wh

o g
ets

 to
 de
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u c
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 t
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 b
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d t
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 o
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 C
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 D
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e c
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zat
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r r
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a p
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d m
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 p
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iliz

e a
rou

nd
 an

 
iss

ue
 th

at 
spe

ak
s t

o 
the

 p
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.
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
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r w
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.
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 c
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 p
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 p
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the
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the
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 c
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 p
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 p
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 re
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 r
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d t
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r p
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a p
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 m
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.
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pro
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 c
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 re
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 re
all

y “
na

tur
al.

”

Th
e 

G
lo

ba
l C

on
te

xt

An
ti-

LG
BT

Q 
an

d 
an

ti-
tra

ns
 

law
s 

are
 p
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 c
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 p
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f p
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t p
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